
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 11 March 2003] 

 p5073b-5075a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Frank Hough 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [9.56 pm]:  I move -  

That the House do now adjourn. 

Country Power Supply - Adjournment Debate 
HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [9.56 pm]:  I promise to be brief.  

Hon Peter Foss:  That is misleading the House.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I will not mislead any member because I find them a pleasant bunch to be with.   

The other day I asked a question of everyone’s favourite minister, Hon Tom Stephens, about the power that went 
out in Gingin, Mullewa and Morawa.  The minister replied that Western Australia has possibly the best power 
supply in the country.  The other day I was reported on InsideCover as saying -  

“Country WA’s power crisis is on a par with that experienced in Third World countries.  In the Gingin 
shire for example, power went out at 8.45am on the 22nd of February and was not restored until 4.50pm 
the same day.  In December, Mingenew and the surrounding districts were blacked out for 26 hours.  
(Yeah, but Frank, no one noticed.)   

That is because it is in the country and no-one notices or cares about it; however, I care about it.  On Wednesday, 
3 March, the minister said in Parliament-  

Supplies to some customers in Gingin were disrupted by a pole-top fire on 22 February.  Most 
customers had their power restored by 9.19 am; that is, within about half an hour.   

The minister said that only a few customers experienced the problem for a lot longer.  Only a few customers 
means all the residents of Lancelin, Ledge Point, Ocean Farms, Guilderton and all the area in which I live.  
Power to my house was disrupted.  The power in the whole of Ledge Point was out all day.  The excuse the 
minister gave was that a pole-top fire caused the fire, which was caused by lightning.  Perhaps lightning caused 
the fire this time, but next time it will be caused by rain, by a fire or perhaps by a car that crashes into the pole; 
there will always be an excuse.  The point is that the power was off all day in country Western Australia.  All our 
ice-cream and iced lolly sticks melted.  The crayfish I had frozen for the family who were coming to visit started 
to thaw out.  On a Saturday evening I was forced to eat three crayfish, which was unpleasant because I can 
usually handle only two at a time!  The point I am making is that the power at Mingenew was off for 26 hours, 
which in country WA is unacceptable.  When I suggested to the minister that country WA had the power supply 
of a Third World country, he said that we had the best power supply in Australia.  I have with me the average 
electricity prices in each State for August 2002.  Western Australia, for instance, runs second to the most 
expensive State in every way.  Western Australia cost-wise across the board is the most expensive State per 
kilolitre - 
Hon Bruce Donaldson:  It is not a kilolitre; it is a kilowatt. 
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Kilowatt, my apologies.  The cost of power in residential WA is 13.3c per kilowatt 
compared with New South Wales, which has the lowest rate of 9.2c; that is, a difference of more than 4c per 
kilowatt.  Small business in Western Australia pays 15.4c per kilowatt and New South Wales only 10.4c.  Large 
business in WA pays 8.9c per kilowatt and Victoria only 5.4c.  Small business in WA, therefore, pays double the 
price that large business pays, which appears to be the case across the board throughout Australia.  Some 
members have said that farmers complain the most, which is rubbish.  Farmers pay 15.4c per kilowatt for power 
but in Tasmania, which has the lowest rate in Australia, they pay 12.1c. 
The point I am making is the minister said that Western Australia has a very good power supply.  I am now 
thinking about Ledge Point and the day of the fire there.  I compliment Western Power because it took only two 
and a half days to restore our power.  I would not want members to think I am being sarcastic.   
Hon Peter Foss:  It just sounds like you are! 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am not being sarcastic.  Ledge Point’s power station was burnt to the ground in the big 
fire there.  Western Power brought in large generators and so forth and restored the power in just under two and 
a half days.  However, it replaced all the lampposts with timber again.  That was at a time of year, like last year, 
when a fire there burnt the posts that the fire last year did not burn.  I would have thought blind Freddy would 
say, “Why don’t we put galvanised iron posts around there?”  There was a difference of a year and one week 
between those two fires.  I guess next year there will be another fire there and the new posts will burn down 
again.  I would have buried the posts. 

I ask the minister to examine these extreme fire hazard areas.  Having posts burnt down is a huge hazard.  In fact, 
yesterday and the day before there was a horrific fire at Ocean Farms between Ledge Point and Lancelin.  Again, 
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the entire lampposts in that area were burnt and the power disconnected.  One big problem is that all the water in 
the area is drawn from the wells by electricity.  Therefore, people who lose their power and who try to save their 
house from fire are in deep trouble unless they have a diesel or petrol motor to drive a generator to maintain the 
power and to pump water to save their soul.  The minister and Western Power should examine those areas.  Fires 
have consistently gone through Cervantes and Jurien Bay and burnt down pine-treated lampposts in those areas; 
these posts are not satisfactory. 

The point I make is that in rural WA the power supply is not as good as the minister has said it is.  Although the 
power was off in my home on Sunday from only 8.30 am until 5 pm, I could tell when I saw the microwave oven 
lights flicking that we had had power surges and breaks.  I believe on Sunday the power was off three times.  It is 
not unusual to have the power on and off several times a week and to have motors burn out.  It is an absolute 
nightmare to have a computer switched on.  City people know nothing about these problems that arise in country 
WA.  Western Power has a lot to answer for, particularly in rural Western Australia.  I hope sincerely that the 
minister will take up this issue and do a little more research on it. 
I will finish now but the point I make is that rural WA is in a dreadful position in its attempt to get continuous 
power and the minister should direct Western Power to address this problem. 

House adjourned at 10.06 pm 
__________ 

 


